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Russian Navy, Eventually he resigned and accepted
a position in the Treasury Department. His ability
and outstanding personality enabled him to progress
rapidly in this government service, and within a few
years he reached one of the highest positions and was
considered a candidate for the post of Secretary of the
Treasury. At that time he invested a major part of his
wife's fortune in stock of the Russian Baltic Car Works.
The organization was in rather bad shape and within
a short time the stock fell considerably below the figure
at which it had been purchased.
Feeling that he himself was responsible for the loss,
Mr. Shidlovsky, who at that time did not possess a large
personal fortune, decided to resign from the govern-
ment service and devote his energy and time to the
rehabilitation of the Russian Baltic Works. He in-
spired confidence in the other stockholders and was
elected Chairman of the Board. While he had never
before been connected with industrial enterprises, he
learned quickly and started a reorganization. Obsolete
buildings and equipment were replaced, necessary
changes in personnel and methods of operation were
introduced and within a few years the organization was
placed on a sound basis, working efficiently and success-
fully. The stock again sold high. By that time Mr.
Shidlovsky was planning further expansion. It was his
ambition to design and produce automobiles in Russia
and later on aeroplanes. He succeeded in both of them,
and it was exceptionally good luck that I met him at
the proper moment, offered my services and secured
the position of aircraft designer of the company.
It was around eight o'clock on the cold and windy
evening of September i^th that I arrived at the home